Aetat. 07.1              Mr. Grceris museum.                     533
Prologue for the occasion : ' A Prologue, by James Boswell, Esq. from the Hebrides.' I was really inclined to take the hint Methought, ' Prologue, spoken before Dr. Samuel Johnson, at Lichfield, 17/6;' would have sounded as well as, ' Prologue, spoken before the Duke of York, at Oxford/ in Charles the Second's time. Much might have been said of what Lichfield had done for Shakespeare, by producing Johnson anil Garrick. But I found he was averse to it.
We went and viewed the museum of Mr. Richard Green, apothecary here, who told me he was proud of being a relation of Dr. Johnson's. It was, truely, a wonderful collection, both of antiquities and natural curiosities, and ingenious works of art. lie had all the articles accurately arranged, with their names upon labels, printed at his own little press; and on the staircase leading to it was a board, with the names of contributors marked in gold letters. A printed catalogue of the collection was to be had at a bookseller's. Johnson expressed his admiration of the activity and diligence and good fortune of Mr. Green, in getting together, in his situation, so great a variety of things; and Mr. Green toltl me that Johnson once said to him,'Sir, I should as soon have thought ol building a man of war, as of collecting such a museum.' Mr. Green's obliging alacrity in shewing it was very pleasing. IIis engraved portrait, with which he has favoured me, has a motto truely eharaeter-istical of his disposition,' Nemo sibi ?vt'rt/.'
A physician being mentioned who had lost, his practice, because his whimsically changing bin religion had made people distrustful of him, 1 maintained that this was unreasonable, as religion is unconnected with medical skill. JOHNSON. 'Sir, it is not unreasonable; for when people see a man absurd in what they understand, they may conclude the same of him in what they do not understand. If a physician were to take* to eating of hor.se- flesh, nobody would employ him; though one may eat horse-flesh, and be a very skilful physician. If a man were educated in an absurd religion, his continuing to profess it would not hurt him, though his changing to it would.1
We/ Istttrs, it, 221.
